
Copyright 2007, Florence Township Heritage Preservation Commission – Page 9 of 14 

 
 

Frontenac Beach Bathers – 1890’s 
 

 
Frontenac Beach – 1920’s 

 
 

Steamer Pepin Unloading Passengers 
 

Steamer Frontenac with Log Raft 
 
1870-1939.   Frontenac is recognized world wide as an exclusive resort community.   The Garrard 

family’s vision for preserving the unique environment of Frontenac was realized as economic 
development occurred near the railroad at Frontenac Station, two (2) miles west of Frontenac. 

 

 
Frontenac Inn with Cottages - 1915 
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Celestine Schaller 

  
 
 

 
Frontenac Inn Rate Card (Front) 

 
Frontenac Inn Rate Card (Back) 

 
1907.  Celestine Schaller purchases the Lakeside Hotel property from the Garrard family and 

renames it the Frontenac Inn.  It operated as a summer resort complex until 1937.  The Inn 
was famous for its Sunday baked chicken dinners which served an average of 1,500 chicken 
dinners each season (May through September). 

1912.  Frontenac limestone quarry closes. 
1912 - 1922.  Waconia Avenue, the main street that connected Frontenac & Frontenac Station and 

connected Frontenac commerce to the Mississippi River “highway”, becomes a deep gulley 
and changes the future growth pattern of Frontenac.  Wagon wheel ruts deepened by years of 
travel with quarry limestone and logs and further enlarged by heavy rains caused the washout. 

 

 
Methodist Campus Food Line- 1950 

 
Benjamin Lodge - 1950 

 
1939.  Methodist Church purchases the Frontenac Inn complex and converts the property to a retreat 

center for religious, youth, and educational groups. 
 


